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  HEJAZ COMMENTATOR 

2021 hejaz nobility ball 

We experienced a little different format for the 2021 Hejaz 
Nobility Ball this year.  Rather than having the typical 
dinner/dance, the newly elected Potentate, Illustrious Sir Chad, 
and Lady Kathy Knight opted for a less formal, more family-
oriented event hosted at the Springhill Suites in downtown 
Greenville.  Including families is an integral part of the Knight’s 
theme “Havin’ Fun in 21” and part of an overall effort of adopting 
a grass roots approach to enveloping the youth into the fold of 
the Realm and allowing them to have a firsthand experience of 
the regality and brotherhood of the Shrine organization.   

The Bee Hive, a beautiful area provided by the venue on Friday 
night, was perfect for a shorter 4 hour Hospitality with the 
Southern Belles of the Greenville Shrine Club and our great Hejaz 
Hospitality group providing food and refreshments.  Limiting the 
hospitality gave folks a chance to explore the downtown 
restaurants, bars and sights with their brothers and families 
while supporting the Post-COVID economy.  Saturday, Everett 
Whitmore hosted another opportunity to support the 
community when 40 or so folks ventured out for a bar crawl.   
 

                                             …cont. on page 3 
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WELCOME BACK COMMENTATOR! – Illustrious Sir Chad Knight Message - COVID Can’t Stop the Shrine – Progression!  Page 3 

“A Little Inconvenience” – Joey Davis journey from Patient to Shriner   Page 5;   See the newest HEJAZ Shriners!  Page 8 
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JUNE 2021     NUMBER 3 

THE COMMENTATOR is devoted to the interest of Hejaz Shriners 
and the Masonic Fraternity.  News articles and pictures referencing 
the Nobility, Units or Shrine Club activities are welcome. 
All communications regarding editorial content or advertising 
should be emailed or USPS to: 
 
HEJAZ COMMENTATOR hejazcommentator@gmail.com 
PO Box 3668  Office Ph: 864-277-4386 
Greenville, SC  29608 Office Fax: 864-277-4389 

POTENTATE ORIENTAL GUIDE  
Chad Knight Ben Martin   
19 Duxbury Lane, Easley, 29642 18 Poplar Springs Dr  
864-380-9850 Mauldin, 29662 
 864-421-3094  
CHIEF RABBAN  
A. Mark Tinsley TREASURER 
260 Overcreek Rd  Billy Ackerman P.P. 
Chesnee, 29323 9215 Hwy 76 
864-809-7715  Prosperity, 29127 
 803-924-5871 
ASSISTANT RABBAN  
Byron Sheppard RECORDER 
530 Lester Parrish Rd,  Sherwood Kaiser PP 
Batesburg 29006 209 Keithwood Dr. 
803-730-8069 Anderson, SC 29621 
 864-918-3401 
HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET  
Jimmy Moser  
105 Ivey Dr.   
Liberty, SC 29657  
864-915-8224 

 
IMPORTANT DATES AND SUBMISSION – DEADLINE 8/15/2021 
 
Advertise your event in the COMMENTATOR!  Send in your forms, ads and pics! 
 
Email Articles to:  hejazcommentator@gmail.com 
Hard Copy:    PO Box 3668, Greenville, SC 29608 
 
All photos should be .jpg format. You may submit camera ready ads.  All Nobles, 
Units and Clubs are encouraged to send in articles and pictures for publication in 
the Commentator. 

 

AREA A: George Jackson AREA F: Curtis Adams  
864-884-3048 803-984-0616 
Clubs: Greenville, Golden Strip  Clubs: York, Great Falls,  
  Chester 
AREA B: Butch Lisle AREA G: Christopher Griffin 
864-809-8076 864-554-2562 
Clubs: Sp-burg, Mid-City, Chesnee Clubs: Abbeville, 

Greenwood 
AREA C: Richard Doby AREA H: Lamar Taylor 
803-287-9326 864-710-1521 
Clubs: Jackson (Lancaster) Clubs: Blue Ridge, Pickens 
AREA D: William Rosser AREA I: Johnathan Godfrey 
864-934-5019 864-425-0611 
Clubs: Anderson, Tri-City Clubs: Cherokee, Union 
AREA E: Gene Norris AREA J: Jamie Smith 
864-994-4965 803-348-8235 
Clubs: Laurens Cty, Woodruff Clubs: Saluda, Newberry 
  

 

Divan 

Area Representatives 

Official Call 

The Quarterly Business Sessions of HEJAZ Shriners will 

be held: 

THIRD QUARTER 

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 

FOURTH QUARTER 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 

at Greenville Shrine Club, 119 Beverly Drive, Greenville, 

SC 20609.  Hospitality will be at 6:00 pm. The purpose 

of this meeting is to receive and ballot on petitions, act 

on temple business and discuss ideas of progression as 

may come before it. 

ATTEST:   Sherwood Kaiser 

 

 Yours in the faith – Chad 

 

mailto:hejazcommentator@gmail.com
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Cont…  2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball  
Saturday night, changes 

continued by featuring a 

special speaker rather 

than a Shriners Hospital 

patient/family.  As we 

soon found out, the word 

“special” was not enough 

to describe Joey Davis.  

Born in Charlotte, NC in 

the 60’s, Joey was a 

patient at Greenville 

Shrine Patient from the 

age of 9 months to 21 yrs.  

He moved to Tampa in 

1989 and became a 

financial advisor in 1996. He started his own company in 2000 and 

is also an investment advisor for TD Ameritrade.  He was raised a 

Master Mason in 2012 and became Worshipful Master of 

Hillsborough Lodge No. 25 in 2018.  He became a Shriner at Egypt 

Shrine in 2013 and serves as Treasurer.  He is a member of the 

Keystone Cops unit and the Sultans of Egypt Shrine. Perhaps this all 

sounds typical, but Joey was born without arms.   

The story of a man and woman giving birth to this precious baby boy 

was one of gratitude, compassion, love, and sheer determination.  

There was not a dry eye in the room, nor a heart untouched by this 

man and his journey from Patient to Shriner.  I hope you will check 

out the abstract of his speech on page 5 of this publication.  He is an 

inspiration to all of us and the “REASON” we work to provide funds 

for Shriners Hospital Assoc.  What a blessing it is for us to be able to 

give the opportunity for other young men and women to participate 

in their own journey.  

Food for Saturday night was altogether “out of this world” as well.  

The guests were welcomed to the venue by staff building a 12’ long 

Grazing Table of monumental proportions!  Several ladies of the 

Shrine donated cakes, cookies, cake pops, and various other fillers 

to build this delight to the eyes and mouths of the crowd.  

Absolutely delicious!   

 

The Carolina Coast band kept the dance floor full and for a single 

night…. all was right in the world. 

 

 

 
 
Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends of Hejaz. 

Many things have been progressing since the beginning of the year. 

Many people within the organization have been working hard on 

both the Fraternity and business side of things and have made a lot 

of progress so far. It is a slow process as issues must be to be 

addressed and worked out with the future in mind. 

Your Divan has been active! The group has been travelling to various 

Clubs for meetings and functions providing increased visibility and 

assisting when needed. Getting our Clubs back up and running post-

Covid has been a concern for all of us.  Many of the Clubs are 

struggling after being shut down for a year and the Temple/Divan 

providing resources and strength to the outlying clubs will benefit 

not only the members but the Hospital as well. Your Divan are not 

strangers to travel, as many of us have been doing it from day one.  

In the line of travel, our group has also been active in building 

relationships with other Temples in our surrounding area both in-

state as well as neighboring states. Having these relationships will 

help grow our Temple and the neighboring Temples through the 

exchange of ideas and brotherhood.  Havin’ fun in 21 includes our 

neighbors!  

Several of us have started to transition traveling to our area lodges 

to answer questions about Hejaz and the Shrine. Supporting our 

potential members during their journey thru the Lodge will show 

that we deeply care for our Brothers and allow them to grow in the 

future with the next step to the Shrine if that is their desire.  

Our remote meeting program for distant Clubs is in full swing as 

well. So far, we have Blue Ridge, Newberry, and Crescent on board. 

We are encouraging outlying Clubs in those areas to use this 

opportunity to attend Temple meetings. This technology will allow 

you to be a part of the process and have your perspectives 

considered. We have some work to do on the tech side of things and 

are working out problems and issues as we move along.  

Our first few functions have come and gone. We have had the 

election weekend, the Nobility Spring Fling Ball, and now our first 

Ceremonial in over a year. Those that participated had the 

The  

Potentate’s  

Message 
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opportunity to be with each other again. We have had great 

participation and fun at these events.  

Our staff has been incredible this year.  They have been working very 

hard to make our functions a success with so many people jumping 

in and helping. I cannot even begin to thank all the people, Clubs, 

Units and Groups who have made everything possible. No matter 

how large or small the task, we have Nobles and Ladies at the ready 

to make sure we host first class events and have a large time as well.  

If you are interested in helping, please let one of us know your 

interest.  

Moving forward, we have several Temple events on the horizon. In 
July, the Divan will travel to Houston to represent Hejaz for Imperial 
session. In August, we have Southeastern in Pigeon Forge. Illustrious 
Sir Champ Champion will be assuming his post as President and 
David Wright going out as President of the Motor Corps. As part of 
encouraging participation in Southeastern, we will be offering a 
Temple trip (What has been called the Potentate Trip in the past.) 
Our group will be staying at the Ramsey and the team is working on 
a list of events for both children and adults. In September, we will 
be traveling to Myrtle Beach for South Atlantic staying at the Palace, 
Landmark. In October, Newberry will host our second Ceremonial.  
Headquarters will be at the Hampton Inn. We will be sending out 
booking information via email.   You will also be able to contact the 
motels directly and book as well. 

Illustrious Sir Chad Knight 
Hejaz Potentate 2021 

Nobles:  Please encourage others to call the 
Temple office and add their email to the 
distribution list or email: 

hejazcommentator @gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
To start, let me thank everyone for their support to myself and the 
2021 Divan, as this was an incredibly stressful year of trying to 
rebuild our fraternal organization to what it was before the 
pandemic and the fire.  
 
Now on to good reports.  We had an exceptionally good time at the 
Potentate’s Ball.  We enjoyed fellowship with members from other 
Temples and a great turn out from Hejaz nobility. 
 
The Divan and I have been visiting the clubs and units on scheduled 
meeting nights.  We have also visited other Shrine Centers as well, 
letting them all know Hejaz is here for them. 
 
Thanks to all the clubs and units for helping with the onions this 
year.  All the onions were picked up the day they arrived, and all 
have been paid for!  Thanks again! 
 
The Spring Ceremonial was a great success with over 50 new nobles 
coming in Hejaz.  A big WELCOME to all.  
 
In closing and keeping it short, the office is open 8a-4p daily now.  I 
am in office most days, but only on a part time basis.  If you need to 
reach me by phone, call 864-918-3401. 
 
Until next time. Yours in the faith, 
 
Sherwood L. Kaiser, P.P. 
Recorder 

 
 

The 

Recorder’s  

Column 
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What Happens When Every Role Matters and Everyone Has 
a Role? 

 
If we are not careful, we’ll believe the lie that some positions in the 
church are more important to Jesus’ mission than others. Or we’ll 
find ourselves thinking our role is more important than that of a 
volunteer in other areas.  
 
Jesus desired unity in His Church. We are one group of people 
pursuing a shared mission with individual contributions.  
1 Corinthians 12:18-20 beautifully explains how this works: God has 
placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As 
it is, there are many parts, but one body.  
 
We are passionate about different things and gifted in different 
ways for a reason. Imagine if this Sunday every volunteer and staff 
member left the building to go park cars. Who would serve the 
coffee and help people find their way? Who would get the babies to 
the right room and care for them? Who would setup the auditorium 
or preach the message? Can we agree the church would not be 
effective that day?  
 
Our human nature wants to assign people value and importance 
based on their role. But God wants each of us working together to 
benefit the whole church.  
 
Not only does Jesus’ model make the church more effective. It 
brings us more joy. When we are serving in areas that we’re 
passionate about and using our spiritual gifts, we will be energized 
by our roles. God blesses our work as we settle into the ministry that 
He designed us for.  
 
The temptation to compare will always be there. The way to fight 
for unity is to give thanks for the role each person plays, recognizing 
that each person in the church matters to God and has a vital role in 
His Church (1 Corinthians 12:24-26).  
As you think about your attitude towards other ministries, are you 
serving with Jesus’ heart for the church? Is there anyone you need 
to forgive or ask for forgiveness?  
 

Maybe your next step is getting involved in the church and/or 
organization. As you think about where to serve, consider: What are 
you passionate about? What are you good at?  
When was the last time you celebrated the work others are doing? 
Take a moment today to tell someone how much you appreciate 
what they are doing.  
 
Prayers Daily for One Another as I will do for You!  
 
Your Friend and Brother,  
William Rosser  
Chaplain Chairman, 2021 

 

 

A little inconvenience 

2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball Speech given by Patient and 
Shriner Joe Davis 5/1/2021 
 
Illustrious Sir, Illustrious Sirs, Members of the Divan, Nobles 
and Guests.    
 
Good Evening Everyone, first, I would like to introduce 
my better half, Marcia and my mother Donna 
Robertson.  
 
It is an honor to be here this evening for the Hejaz Shrine Potentates 
Ball with all my Nobles and Guests. I am truly humbled Illustrious Sir 
Chad Knight and Noble James Fry asked me to share my story. 
 
When I originally gave this talk 6 years ago, I was asked to speak for 
5 minutes on what the Shriners organization has meant to me.  
Hopefully, hearing my message will resonate as an example of the 
tremendous work we do for children at Shriners Hospitals across the 

nation.   
I knew the 
challenge of this 
talk would be to 
highlight just a few 
of the many 

contributions 
Shriners Hospitals 
for Children 
has made to me 
and my family.  I 
know in my heart, if 
it were not for the 

hardworking, 
unselfish, considerate and passionate Shriners and Nobles of past 
and present, the Egypt Shrine and people like your current 
Potentate and his Divan, I would not have been able to accomplish 
all the things I have done in my life.  As I look out over this room 

Wife, Marcia Davis, mother Donna Robertson, 
Joey Davis, Jamie Fry, Bethanne Demas 

The  

Chaplain  

Speaks 
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today, I am not certain, but the probability is there are Nobles sitting 
in the audience today that may have visited me while I was at the 
Shriners Hospital in Greenville. 
 
I want to start my story by asking you to take a moment to imagine 
it is 1966….. Charlotte, NC…. A young girl 17 years of age and her 19-
year-old husband (about to be drafted and sent to Vietnam) have 
just had their first baby.  A joyous occasion for sure!  The doctors 
come into the room and inform them the baby is good health but 
was born without arms.   
I cannot even begin to imagine the initial shock, fear, and 
uncertainty my Mom must have felt.  She must have wondered how 
in the world a family of modest means would be able to provide the 
tools necessary for me to live a productive life and contribute to 
society.  She must have been fearful for the life I might have to lead.   
 
Enter Noble J.C. Beacham, a friend of the family who came to visit 
my mother in the hospital.  Noble Beacham gave my mom the 
greatest gift.  The gift of assurance and peace of mind that her son 
would be taken care of.  The Shriners would make sure he got what 
he needed and not ask for a penny in return.  His words were “No 
credit or thanks is needed: it is what we do”. 
 
Even to this day, doctors cannot give a definite reason as to why I 
was born without arms, but I will be forever grateful to J. C Beacham 
for sponsoring me into Shriners Hospital, thinking ahead of my 
needs and taking care of me. 
 
Now the JOURNEY begins.  Shriners provided me my first pair of 
prothesis at 9 months old.  This was done by design because they 
wanted them to be a natural part of me.  Honestly, it worked.  I 
cannot remember NOT having them and I cannot imagine not using 
them.  Every year I would grow bigger and every year I would have 
to be fitted for a new pair.  I had fourteen operations from age four 
to age seventeen.  The operations were performed by one of the 
best surgeons in the country, Dr. Leslie Myers, who dedicated most 
of his life to serving Shriners Hospitals.  And I can never forget 
Hospital Director Ms. Alma Urhammer.  She became such great 
friends with my family she kept in touch decades after leaving the 
program.  I am forever grateful to the nurses, doctors, teachers and 
therapists for their hard work and dedication to my success. 
 
As I look back on my time, two of my greatest childhood memories 
take place at the Greenville Shriners Hospital.  First, when the 
Shriners would visit on Saturday afternoon.  They spent time with 
each child bringing a toy or candy along with smiles to all our faces.  
It would take our minds away, if only for an hour or so from being 
so homesick.  Second, the friendships with other patients.  I learned 
my first lessons of brotherhood and saw firsthand the “can do” 
attitudes of the children that lost limbs due to farming, lawn mower 
accidents or burn victims.  We would sit for hours talking at night 
before lights out.  We talked of the great things we hoped to 
accomplish after we were fitted with new arms, legs or completing 
multiple skin grafts for burns.  These new friends taught me a great 

deal about attitude.  The other patients around me had lost 
something they were accustomed to having and they inspired me 
every day to stay positive, smile and be happy – even during times 
of adversity.  I was born this way and had never known any 
difference.   
 
The Shriners employees taught us to adapt, overcome and be 
grateful for all the blessings we have in life.  I used to say as a child 
when someone would start to feel sorry for me.   Please don’t worry 
about me; this is just a little inconvenience.   Teaching me every day 
with patience, these folks spent countless hours helping me learn to 
live on my own.  Hold a fork, bathe, dress, write and the list goes on 
and on.  I was one of the first children to use the “Utah” arm with 
an electronic elbow.  They even made me a hand that would fit in a 
baseball glove so I could play baseball with the neighborhood kids.  
These are the sacrifices made at Shriners hospitals every day to 
ensure children overcome their obstacles. 
 

 
 
My mom instilled in me from birth that anything I wanted to 
accomplish in life would take prayer, hard work and perseverance.  
I took that to heart and have been very fortunate by the grace of 
God to have accomplished many of my dreams.  I earned a second-
degree black belt by eighteen, play competitive soccer, kicked extra 
points, and field goals up to high school, attended college and 
married my lovely wife Marcia.  We bought our first home and 
twenty-one years ago today I started my own financial services 
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business.  Finally, in 2018, I became a Shriner.  My desire to give 
back to the organization that supported me for so long gave way to 
a masonic journey and life changing adoptions.  Masonry changed 
my life and by becoming a Shriner, I hope to change the lives of 
many children.   
 
I would like to thank all the brothers at my lodge, Hillsborough 25 
that gave me guidance, mentorship and conducted me through 
further light to Master Mason.  The friendships I have formed unite 
us into a sacred band of brothers.  Our fraternity has been handed 
down by great and illustrious men, past and present.  I had the 
honor to be elected Worshipful Master by my lodge in 2018.  An 
honor I was greatly humbled to receive.  I hope I can give back in 
honor to all the Shriners that have come before me.  And, thirty 
years from now, I hope I am sitting out there listening to another 
young person giving his testimony on how Shriners changed his life 
like mine.   
 
I will end this, my Nobles, I know 
there is no way to calculate or add 
up the cost to repay Shriners for 
what you have given me and my 
family.  I hope I can do my part to 
help grow, raise funds to transport 
and continue to provide care for 
every child in need and to work to 
ae Shriners International the 
greatest philanthropy in the world. 
 
 

  

 
 
Nobility Trip Reservations – 800-555-2650 
Group Code:  Potentate Nobility Trip            → Cut OFF  July 9th 
 
Link to SESA Convention/Rooms/Schedule:  https://seshrine.org/ 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

https://seshrine.org/
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Upcoming Events In Our Realm 

QUICK CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JUNE JULY AUGUST 

4-5  Hejaz Spring Ceremonial 

11  Golden Strip Shrine Club Farewell 

3  Woodruff Hash Day 

4-8  Imperial Session – Houston 

4 Spartanburg BBQ and Hash Sale 

3 Laurens Shrine Club Divan Night 

7 Greenwood Shrine Divan Night 

12  Tri-City Shriner Spring Bash 

12  Newberry Boat Benefit Run 

12  Cars and Coffee at Rock Hill 

10  Great Falls Shrine Club Poker Run 

14  THIRD QUARTER BUSINESS MEETING 

22  Jackson Shrine Club Race, Lancaster 

9-11 Nobility Trip to Pigeon Forge – 

Families Welcome! 

11-14 SESA – Pigeon Forge TN 

16  Independent Lodge #23 AFM Fundraiser  

18   14th Oasis Shrine Annual Family Fun Day 

19  Greenwood Boat Poker Run 

24  Blue Ridge Ride for the Kids 28  Greenwood Shrine Par III Tournament 

28 Inman Masonic Golf Tournament 

24  Cherokee Steak Supper 

26  Saluda Beach Bash   Follow us on FACEBOOK! HEJAZ 2021 

SEND YOUR EVENTS TO: 

HejazCommentator@gmail.com 

https://www.hejaztemple.net/events-1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/415790702621015
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Shrine Club Listing 

 
Abbeville Shrine Club 
855 Shrine Club Road 
Abbeville, SC 29620 
Phone: 864-446-2306 
Pres: Danny Moore 
Sec: Art Loyd 
Meets: 3rd Monday 
Anderson Red Fez 
1900 Broadway Lake Road 
Anderson, SC 29622 
Phone: 864-224-9036 
Pres: Hugh Ramsey 
Sec: Leland Hollingsworth 
Meets: 4th Tuesday 
Blue Ridge Shrine Club 
429 Shrine Club Road 
Seneca, SC 29679 
Phone: 864-324-1155 
Pres: Joseph Bryson Jr 
Sec: Chris Hood 
Meets: 1st Tuesday 
Cherokee Shrine Club 
151 Shrine Club Road 
Gaffney, SC 29340 
Phone: 864-489-0036 
Pres: Richard Beaty 
Sec: John O’Donald 
Meets: 3rd Thursday 
Chesnee Shrine Club 
198 Shrine Club Road 
Chesnee, SC 29323 
Phone: 864-804-8852 
Pres:  
Sec: Bobby Chapman 
Meets: 3rd Tuesday 
Chester Shrine Club 
2321 Pressley Road 
Chester, SC 29706 
Phone: 803-684-4117 
Pres: Barry Bruce 
Sec: Robert Smith, Jr. 
Meets: 3rd Tuesday 
Golden Strip Shrine Club 
200 Ranch Road 
Greenville, SC 29607 
Phone: 864-238-9655 
Pres: Tom Young 
Sec: Leon Addison 
Meets: 2nd Thursday 

Great Falls Shrine Club 
3162 Lingale Acres 
Great Falls, SC 29055 
Phone: 803-482-4276 
Pres: Jeff Langley 
Sec: Bradly Gibson 
Meets: 1st Wednesday 
Greenville Shrine Club 
119 Beverly Road 
Greenville, SC 29609 
Phone: 864-244-6200 
Pres: Keith Lord 
Sec: Scott Banta 
Meets: 2nd Wednesday 
Greenwood Shrine Club 
402 Shrine Club Road 
Greenwood, SC 29646 
Phone: 864-923-2339 
Pres: Scooter Edmunds 
Sec: Chad Teague 
Meets: 4th Monday 
Jackson Shrine Club 
1449 S. Plantation Road 
Lancaster, SC 29721 
Phone: 803-287-9326 
Pres: Richard Doby 
Sec: Kevin B. Blackmon 
Meets: 2nd Tuesday 
Laurens Shrine Club 
P.O. Box 581 
Laurens, SC 29360 
Phone: 864-363-1415 
Pres:  
Sec:  
Meets: 1st Tuesday 
Mid-City Shrine Club 
1470 Fort Prince Blvd. 
Wellford, SC 29385 
Phone: 864-439-6988 
Pres:  
Sec:  
Meets: 1st Wednesday 
Newberry Shrine Club 
196 Shrine Club Road 
Newberry, SC 29108 
Phone: 803-276-7064 
Pres: Alan Wicker 
Sec: James Mack 
Meets: 4th Tuesday 

Pickens Shrine Club 
831 Griffin Mill Road 
Pickens, SC 29671 
Phone: 864-915-8224 
Pres: Jimmy Moser 
Sec: Jackie Smith 
Meets: 4th Monday 
Saluda Shrine Club 
1035 Johnston Hwy. 
Saluda, SC 29138 
Phone: 803-960-4743 
Pres:  
Sec:  
Meets: 2nd Tuesday 
Spartanburg Shrine Club 
1450 Fernwood-Glendale Road 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 
Phone: 864-583-4879 
Pres: Britt Brothers 
Sec: Tommy Brashears 
Meets: 1st Thursday 
Tri-City Shrine Club 
8652 Hwy 252 
Honea Path, SC 29654 
Phone: 864-003-1837 
Pres: Greg Smith 
Sec: A. Roland Weathers 
Meets: 3rd Thursday 
Union Shrine Club 
2731 Lockhart Hwy. 
Union, SC 29379 
Phone: 864-477-0960 
Pres:  
Sec:  
Meets: Last Monday 
Woodruff Shrine Club 
201 Aiken Road 
Woodruff, SC 29388 
Phone: 864-476-2313 
Pres: Horace Jones 
Sec/Tres: Cameron Lathlean 
Meets: 3rd Tuesday 
York Crescent Shrine Club 
2065 McConnell’s Hwy 
Rock Hill, SC 29731 
Phone: 803-230-7428 
Pres: Charles Dixon 
Sec: Alex Harllee 
Meets: 1st Thursday
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Shrine Unit Listing 

 

WALKING UNITS 
Characters 
Frank A. Owens 
864-276-7423 
Peanut6066@gmail.com 
Hejaz Honor Guard 
David C. Newman 
Cell: 864-706-8175 
Lady11@charter.net 
Warriors 
Gordon Rhinehart 
864-804-8852 
Lieutenant: Josh Woods 
Secretary: Danny Rodgers 
Treasurer: Tim Sizemore 
 
SPECIAL UNITS 
Astro-Nuts 
Mike McCullough 
864-444-8679 
Mikesmotorsllc@gmail.com 
Lieutenant: Ray Welch 
Secretary: Moe Chastain 
Treasurer: Jerry Milliken 
Chefs 
Jerry Wilson 
864-379-8358 
buck@wilsoncontractor.com 
Director's Staff 
Brian Moss 
864-590-3719 
circlebodyshop@charter.net 
Lieutenant: Loran Jones 
Secretary: Patrick Raines 
Treasurer: Keith Vaughn 
Hospital Guides 
Jim Patterson 
864-294-6916 
Lieutenant: Ted Sanders 
Sec/Treas: Ed Pool 
Hospital Couriers 
Ted Sanders 
864-238-2732 
Teddorothys@aol.com 
Past Master 
Jonathan J. Sprinkle 
Cell: 864-608-1776 
Jsprinkle7399@charter.net 
Past Potentates 
Billy Ackerman 
803-924-5871 
billyackerman@cs.com 
Barry Koon, PP 
Sec/Treas: Serwood Kaiser, PP 

Past Presidents 
Ken Wells 
864-444-1739 
Photographers 
Gerald Reeves 
Cell: 864-444-6169 
Treasurer: Kenneth Lothridge 
Chaplain: Troy Bennette 
Ronnie Power 
photoggcr@aol.com 
Provost Guard 
Jack Marcus 
864-644-8330 
Jmarcus10@charter.net 
Lieutenant:  Bill Owens 
Sec/Treas:  Jim Strange 
Remotes 
Ed Hodge 
Cell: 864-505-8525 
Ritualistic Divan 
Charlie A. Chapman, Jr. 
Cell: 864-444-1956 
charlieach@aol.com 
Asst Director: Dennis Julian 
864-430-2557 
Sec: J.A. Scott 
864-430-2988 
Road Runners 
Gene Tolar 
864-497-0547 
Tolare55@gmail.com 
Secretary: Martin Street 
Treasurer: Lou Crissone 
2nd Thursday EO Month 
Temple Staff 
Roy Sosebee 
864-419-8170  
Libbisosebee@att.net 
Wheelchairs 
Johnny Robinson 
864-908-0067 
Hillbilly Clan #2 Motorcade 
Spartanburg 
Freddie Garrett 
864-680-0636 
Lieutenant: Michael “Omar” Poteat 
Secretary: Charles Gowen 
Treasurer: Teddy Edwards 
Hillbilly Clan #2 Motorcade 
Woodruff 
Terrell W. Martin 
864-978-2113 
Lieutenant: Richard Thomas 
Sec/Teas: Marvin Reid 

MOTORIZED UNITS 
Hejaz Looney Toons 
Alan Holbert 
864-923-4801 
holbertalan@yahoo.com 
Lieutenant: David Cannon 
Secretary: Leonard Stewart Jr. 
Treasurer: Samuel Bishop 
Hot-Wheels 
Michael McDade 
803-493-4528 
Michaelmcdade47@gmail.com 
Jokers 
Randy Watson 
864-280-2562 
Watsonrandy88@yahoo.com 
Monster Trucks 
Captain: Sid Gutierrez 
864-684-3656 
Nd7993@gmail.com 
Lieutenant: Nick Anderson 
Sec/Treas: Jared Roach 
Motorcycle Escort 
Captain: Adam Brooks 
864-617-1447 
Chad Burger 
Sec/Treas: Clark Roach 
Ragtops 
Billy G. Hill, Jr. 
Home: 864-877-1776 
Cell: 864-292-0804 
Sportsmen 
Brian Spencer 
864-425-9684 
SPEN3390@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Mikesmotorsllc@gmail.com
mailto:circlebodyshop@charter.net
mailto:billyackerman@cs.com
mailto:Jmarcus10@charter.net
mailto:charlieach@aol.com
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News from the Realm 

Tri-City Shrine Club 

 

Tri-City Shrine Club had their first event since COVID on June 12 with 
a full-on Spring Bash.  Delicious BBQ Plates with coleslaw, baked 
beans were provided, and the party kicked off at around 7pm with 
around 50 people and Cole Smith.  If you have never heard this 
band, I encourage you to check it out.  They were great!  The 50/50 
reached the $500 level and all the funds were donated back to the 
club.  This club has some big plans in the near future so stay tuned 
and stay engaged with Tri-City for sure! 

Chester Shrine Club 

 

Chester Shrine Club presented Joel Lindsey, Meat Market Manager 
at KJ’s Market in Chester, SC with the Potentate’s Gold Leaf Award 
for going above and beyond the call of duty. Joel has been an 
integral part of raising funds to support Shriner’s Hospital through 
his donations and pricing efforts.  We appreciate all Joel and the 
Chester Shrine Club has done to raise awareness and money for our 
noble cause. 

Golden Strip Shrine Club 

 

Golden Strip Shrine Club closed the doors to their physical location 
and opened doors to a supper club and possible future location for 
their members.  The closure was part of the overall sale of the Shrine 
Golf Course after the Temple burnt last year.  The members of GS 
reminisced of past members, shenanigans and events; belted out 
the BEST karaoke tunes ever and held an auction for items left in the 
room. Illustrious Sir Chad Knight spoke at the event reiterating the 
club’s importance to the overall Shrine ecosystem and thanking 
them for their many years of good times and service.  There are 
more chapters to be written in this book – stay tuned for all the 
future plans! 

 

Can you NAME these celebrities?  

 

 

Saluda Shrine Club 

Experience all the Food, Fun and Shaggin’ of the beach at the Saluda 
Shrine Club on June 26th.  The NHB Band will be featuring Carolina 
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Shag music (of course) and can play anything from southern rock to 
blues on request.  BBQ sliders, all the sides and donation drinks 
round out a GREAT night! 

 

History of the Imperial Session 

Every summer, Shriners from around the world come together for 
their annual business meeting, known as Imperial Session.  During 
the week-long event, held in Houston this year, members meet to 
discuss and vote on business matters of Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children as well as host a pageant for the 
incoming Imperial Potentate.  The fraternity also hosts a variety of 
fun events including a parade and unit competitions.      

 

 

Greenwood Shrine Club 

Greetings from the shores of Beautiful Lake Greenwood.  I hope this 
update finds each of you well and hopefully getting back to some 
sort of normalcy at each of your clubs.  The last year has been a very 
rough year for many reasons and we have all been touched by the 

pandemic and it’s affects on all of our lives.  We have lost friends 
and loved ones and will never forget their presence in our lives.  

  

One of the best things about our great fraternity is how we always 
pull ourselves up and do what has to be done and if we happen to 
have a little fun, I think the world is a better place for it.  So, let’s 
honor our friend’s, brothers and loved ones by coming out of this 
terrible time stronger than ever. 

We were very fortunate last year and held a few events that were 
very successful.  By the time this article reaches you we will have 
had our annual Squirrel Appreciation days in January where the 
hunting was fun and the fellowship with the hunters and kids was 
even better. Thanks to Noble Chris Griffin and President Edmunds 
for leading the efforts.  We also held our Annual Chili Cookoff in 
February and the Divan’s newest member Ben Martin and his lovey 
wife, Lady Tonya (mostly his wife) were the champions this 
year.  (Rigged). Just kidding it was a great event and we had a great 
turnout and had lots of fun eating a lot of great chili. Thanks to Noble 
Aaron Smart and his lovely wife Gwen for leading the event 
again!!!!!   

In March, the club was in work mode and we finally bit the bullet 
and installed a new sea wall.  Thanks to all that helped and especially 
to Mr. Jerry Rodgers for bringing his equipment and helping us 
install the blocks. There are too many folks to thank by name but 
each of you should be proud of something that will outlive all of 
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us.  Add a feather to your caps.  In April, we teamed up with 
Carquest of Greenwood and their annual Car Show to sell a few dogs 
and goodies.  Thanks to President Scooter Edmunds and his lovely 
wife Tonya for leading the efforts.  Lots of cool cars and fun was had 
by all.   

We also held our first cooking of the year and were sold out prior to 
stirring the first hash pot.  It was another long fun day led by chief 
cook Noble Ron Staggs.  We will cook again in the fall so if you want 
hash contact an officer of the club or Noble Staggs.  In May, we held 
our 19th Annual Greenwood Shrine Club Shootout Golf tournament 
at Star Fort Golf Course.  We had 22 teams turn out this year.  Lots 
of long puts and short drives were missed but everyone had a great 
time.  Noble Scooter Edmunds and lady Tonya did a great job again 
this year!!!  Looking forward to year 20 next year - put it on your 
calendar!   

As I write this letter, we are getting ready for our annual boat poker 
run in June.  I’m sure in our next update we will have had another 
wonderful day on beautiful Lake Greenwood with a lot of our close 
friends.  July 7-10 we will participate in the Annual South Carolina 
festival of Discovery BBQ cookoff in downtown Greenwood selling 
tickets on the motorcycle and sportsman giveaway.  Come on out 
and help us sell as many tickets as possible to support the 
Temple.  Great event and always great entertainment and food.   

July 24th our brothers from the Hillbilly Clan will descend on the club 
to initiate new nobles into clan!!  Come on out and support our 
brothers and their ladies as they taste the mystical elixir of life and 
learn to Honor the Cob!!!!!!  Divan Day is tentatively set for 8/7. 
Theme fourth coming!!! Our Par III golf tournament will be 8/28 – 
more details on that to come.  

Our Annual Oyster Roast is on 9/11. We will be honoring Illustrious 
Sir Wayne “Uncle Woody” Bragg a true Gentleman and faithful 
brother who we lost this year.  Uncle Woody was a hard worker for 
the shrine and always supported Greenwood Shrine Club.  We were 
proud to call Noble Bragg a member of Greenwood Shrine Club.  We 
are only selling 350 tickets again this year so getem’ quick.  $45 a 
ticket or you can be a sponsor and get two tickets and your name or 
business on our sponsorship banner for $125.  This is a great 
sponsor write off while having a fun time!!! We will have shrimp, 
chicken and oysters along with sides so bring your own cooler and 
come on out and enjoy great food and live entertainment on the 
lawn by the lake.  It’s never too early to plan Christmas.  We will 
have our year end celebration 12/4 this year.  Man that was a mouth 
full!!! 
 
Well as we always say here in Greenwood and I can say it from the 
bottom of my heart I can’t wait until we see you again down by the 
water keep Shrining!!!!!!  

    

 

Greenville Shrine Event Center 

 

The skies seem brighter and the smiles seem bigger as our Nation 
comes out of the COVID Pandemic and people get “back to life”.  
The Greenville Shrine Event Center is no different!  For a while we 
had a lag in event scheduling, but we are back in FULL SWING now 
with upcoming events for all ages and interests.  As you are 
assimilating back into your normal groups and social outings, 
please remember what an amazing place the Shrine Event Center 
is for any size event!  We offer many amenities with our rentals 
that just cannot be beat for the price.  Here’s a short list of 
upcoming things at GSC: 

June 25&26 Repticon; 8/8 & 9/12 Universal Wrestling 
Championships; 9/29 Lifeline Screening! Preventable Screenings at 
affordable rates!; 10/2 Sneakers over EVERYTHING: 10/16&17 
Punk Flea Market/Tradeshow – vintage items; 11/14 Comicon.   

 

Cade is a Shriners Kid 

Not many children can say they look forward to visiting the hospital, 
but 3-year-old Cade certainly can.  Born without his left foot and 
part of his right leg, Cade became a 
patient at Shriners Children’s in Greenville shortly after birth —
thanks to some unexpected encounters. 
 
“Within 15 minutes of finding out we were having a little boy, our 
doctor told us he had major limb deficiencies in both legs,” Cade’s 
mom, Ashley, recalled with tears in her eyes. Overwhelmed and 
scared, Ashley and her husband left that appointment wondering 
how they could possibly ensure their son would have a full life, 
despite what they’d just learned. Then, “a miracle” happened. “A 
few days later, three different Shriners found us and told us we had 
nothing to worry about,” Ashley said. There was a hospital that 
would take care of everything. 
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Equipped with the specialized teams and resources needed to 
design, fit and manufacture orthotics and prosthetics for children of 
all ages, the Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services department 
(onsite at many Shriners Children’s locations) has been a game-
changer for Cade and his family. More accurately, Ashley says, “It 
has been the biggest blessing — amazing beyond anything I could 
ever imagine.”   
 
After meeting with POPS and a team of doctors to determine the 
best plan for helping Cade walk as soon as possible, the  
then 1-year-old was fit with a set of fully customized prosthetics. 
And he didn’t waste any time learning to use them. “He ditched the 
walker he was given and just took off,” Ashley explained. Now, Cade 

— who mom describes as “sweet, 
thoughtful and full of personality” 
— rarely sits still. And he rarely 
stops chatting excitedly about his 
visits to see Crissy Rose, certified 
prosthetist, and orthotic fitter at 
Shriners Children’s in Greenville. 
 
Never mind the hours-long drive it 
takes for Cade’s family to get to 
Greenville, “he absolutely loves 
hopping in the car to see Crissy.” 
And the feeling is mutual. “I’ve 
been working with Cade for a few 
years now and his visits are still 
always a bright spot in my day. He 
is so determined and does 
everything with a smile,” said 
Crissy, who, like every member of 
the team at Shriners Children’s, is 

committed to providing patients with the best-possible care — care 
that helps kids everywhere develop a level of independence that 
once seemed impossible. 

YOU are a part of something bigger than yourself! 
 
As a part of the Shrine YOUR efforts in promoting, fundraising, 
budgeting and managing projects makes huge difference in kids’ 
lives – Like Cade!  Thank you for all you do! 
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Illustrious Chad and Lady Kathy 

Knight, Ashley, Mason 
Service Awards – Rock Hill SC Service Awards – Rock Hill 

   
Onions Are Here! Onions Are Here! Astronuts down to his SHOES! 

   
2021 Greenwood Fishing Tourney 2021 Greenwood Fishing Tourney Hejaz Looney Tunes Fish Fry 
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Hejaz Looney Tunes Fish Fry 2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball Pre-Party Crew 

 
 

  
 

 
Greenwood Shrine/Carquest Car 

Show 

 
Greenwood Shrine/Carquest Car Show 

 
Greenwood Shrine/Carquest Car Show 

   

 
2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 

 
2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 

 
2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 
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2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 2021 Hejaz Nobility Ball 

   
   

2021 Nobility Ball 2021 Nobility Ball 2021 Nobility Ball 

   
   

19th Ann. Greenwood Shrine Golf Tourn 19th Ann. Greenwood Shrine Golf Woodruff Rabbit Supper 
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2021 Nobility Ball 2021 Nobility Ball 2021 Nobility Ball 

   
   
   

2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 
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2021 Spring Ceremonial 

 
2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 

   

   
2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 
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2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 2021 Spring Ceremonial 

   
Potentate Travels to Red Fez Club Potentate Travels to Mid City Potentate Travels to York-Crescent 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT!   IMPORTANT!   IMPORTANT!   IMPORTANT! 

 


